CHEMISTRY  IN   AMERICA
My experiments on this subject exactly coincide with those of Dr. Priestley, and it is highly probable that oxygen gas never has been obtained in a state of perfect purity.
There are several other oxyds of mercury, besides that from turbith mineral, from which oxygen air may be obtained very pure, as mercurius precipitatus per se, the oxyd from red precipitate, boiled in a solution of pot-ash, to free it from every particle of nitric acid it may contain ; but these preparations are very expensive.
Having examined two hundred cubic inches of the oxygen air from nitre, as it was produced, the first few cubic inches were found to be mixed with six per cent, of azotic air, which gradually increased until it amounted to forty parts in the hundred, which the last portions contained; so that the air from this salt scarcely deserves the name of oxygen gas.
Benjamin Silliman, the elder, spent the winter of 1802-1803 and that of 1803-1804 in Philadelphia, for the purpose of attending lectures on chemistry and allied subjects. He has left a most interesting word-picture of "Woodhouse:
The lectures on Chemistry by Dr. James Woodhouse were given in a small building in South Fifth Street, opposite to the State-House Yard. Above, over the laboratory, was the Anatomical Hall. Neither of these establishments was equal to the dignity and importance of the Medical School, and the accommodations in both were limited; the lecture-rooms were not capacious enough for more than one hundred or one hundred and twenty pupils and there was a great deficiency of extra room for the work, which was limited to a few closets. The chemical lectures were important to me, who had as yet seen few chemical experiments. Those performed by Dr. Woodhouse were valuable, because every fact, with its proof, was an acqui-
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